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Courage doesn’t always roar. 
Sometimes courage is the little 
voice at the end of the day that 
says ‘I’ll try again tomorrow.’ ”

– Mary Anne Radmacher



C H R I S  H O L L I F I E L D 
2021 Board Chair

Chris Hollifield and Janet Walden

MESSAGE FROM
THE CHAIRMAN AND  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Every day at Hall-Dawson CASA, we have the privilege and responsibility of working with volunteers to 
advocate for children experiencing foster care because of abuse or neglect here in our community. Our 
CASA Volunteers step into the lives of children and families at a critical time. They stand in the gap so the 
children we serve can develop into their full potential. Helping change a child’s uncertain present into a 
promising future is the work of our CASA Volunteers – it is both routine and extraordinary. 

As we take a moment to reflect on 2021, we celebrate 103 CASA Volunteers who have chosen to make 
child advocacy a priority in their lives. Our Volunteers cultivate relationships with children who are 
experiencing foster care; engage in important conversations with biological and foster parents; advocate 
for needed services for children and families in the school and community; and make recommendations 
to the Juvenile Court Judge in the best interest of the child. All these things, and many more, make a huge 
difference in the lives and futures of our children; children who feel safe, loved and supported have the 
best opportunity to thrive. 

On the pages of this Impact Report, you’ll see a snapshot of those who have helped us change the stories 
for children and families. Because of these successes – both big and small – our community is stronger. 
As our CASA program continues to provide innovative ways to address the needs of our children, we are 
filled with gratitude for those who support our work in so many ways. Whether as a CASA Volunteer or a 
financial supporter, your gift to our children is added to others’ gifts to make a tremendous difference.  

Fred Rogers of Mr. Rogers Neighborhood shared with his television neighbors, “When I was a boy and I 
would see scary things in the news, my mother would say to me, Look for the helpers. You will always find 
people who are helping.” You – our CASA family – are the helpers for children experiencing foster care in our 
community. Because of your support, little things that add up to the big successes are happening every 
day in the lives of our children. For this, we are grateful.

“When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the news, my mother would say to me, 
Look for the helpers. You will always find people who are helping.”

INTRODUCTION

J A N E T  W A L D E N 
Executive Director, Hall-Dawson CASA
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There is nothing more important, nor anything 
more rewarding than making a difference  
in the life of a child.  CASA Volunteers are the 
only ones in the courtroom advocating for 
the best interest of the child.  These children 
desperately need someone to be there for them, 
to look at the whole big picture and to advocate 
for what is best for them; not necessarily what 
they want or what their parents want.  Time is 
the most important resource we have and there 
is never enough of it these days, so we must 
decide where we want to use our volunteer 
time. It is hard to find a better use of your 
volunteer time than being a CASA Volunteer 
and making a difference in the life of a child.”

– CASA Volunteer
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CHAIR  Mr. Chris Hollifield   
  Rushton & Company CPA

VICE CHAIR Dean Linda E. Kern 
  Professor, Dean of Library Science,  
  Brenau University

TREASURER Ms. Cindy Campbell 
  Rushton & Company CPA

SECRETARY Ms. Cathey Sexton 
  HR Manager, Retired

Mr. Kirk Barrett  |  Little & Davenport Funeral Home

Mr. Kevin Boyd  |  Boyd’s Cleaning Service

Dr. Marshall Bruner  |  Center Point

Dr. George Danns  |  University of North Georgia

Ms. Ginny Early  |  Enemies of the Average

Ms. Dorothy Gilbert  |  Ameris Bank

Ms. Debora Holcombe  |  1st Presbyterian Church

Dr. Lauren Johnson  |  University of North Georgia

Ms. Patsy Kilmartin  |  AT&T, retired

Mr. Scott Lippman  |  Brainstorms

Dr. Richelle Oakley  |  University of North Georgia

Dr. Carol Reed  |  Professor of Occupational  
                                 Therapy, Retired

Mr. Terry Spicer  |  King’s Hawaiian

Ms. Linda F. Wagner  |  Absolute Treatment Services

Mr. Joel L. Williams  |  Mar-Jac Poultry

Dr. Janie Wolf-Smith  |  Professor, Retired

Janet Walden   |  Executive Director

Keyla Alleyne   |  Advocate Supervisor

Joy Green   |  Development Specialist

Jason Hewett   |  Advocate Supervisor

Christie Ledlow-Hodges   |  Advocate Supervisor

Kristin Lesutis   |  Staff Attorney/Advocate Supervisor

Susan Rigdon   |  Staff Attorney/Advocate Supervisor

Tracy Verrigni  |  Volunteer Recruitment & 
                                Training Coordinator

Natalie Vinzant   |  Advocacy Director

Heather White   |  Executive Administrator

2021 BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

STAFF

BOARD & STAFF

OUR
MISSION
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To ensure children who have experienced abuse or neglect have the 
right to a safe placement and permanent home. CASA provides trained, 
screened and supervised volunteers to advocate for the best interest of 
children requiring court intervention as a result of abuse or neglect.



“ H I S T O R Y  W I L L  J U D G E  U S  B Y  T H E  D I F F E R E N C E  W E  M A K E  I N  
T H E  E V E R Y D A Y  L I V E S  O F  C H I L D R E N .”   –  N E L S O N  M A N D E L A

2021

CASA
VOLUNTEERS

Marie Allan
Barbara Allen
Patricia Allen
Beth Arends
Kelly Atkinson
Leah “Robin” Brown
Tony Burnham
Pat Bursten
Katie Carswell
Dawn Chapman
Dana Cleveland
Jennifer Cleveland
Cynthia Cooley
Connie Daniels
Tina DeWaart
Henricus Dijsselbloem
Elena Espy
Kim Everhart
Gale Farlow
Maureen Files
Victoria Fortson
Deborah Ann Fox
Wanda Fuller
Jerry Gauerke
Mike Giulano
Ellie Gravitt

Joyce Guyton
Allan Harden
Misty Harden
Dian Hatfield
Lauren Hayes
Matthew Hennessey
Baker Hill
Karen Huff
Katrena Jackson
Bridget Jansen
Rita Johnson
Lois Kemp
Alene Kempton
Justin Kennedy
Kathy Kilgore
John Kohl
Kylee Krusemark
Watipaso Kumwenda
Patricia “Patty” Kurz
Doug Langman
Wendy Lavergne
Gail Lombardo
Danna Lowery
Ashley Mann
Jean Mason
Marilyn Maxson

Sarah May
Robbie McCormac
Lisa McCulloch
Cassandra “Kaycee”  
   McElveen
Wendy McGinnis
Tabitha McJunkin
Arnold Miesch
Brigitte Miesch
Sherry Miller
Barb Mistarz
George Moore
Terri Moss
Janell Myers
Cheryl Naccarato
Candis Nonnemacher
Ann O’Brien
Joy O’Halloran
Ashley Osborne
Rita Pantels
Brenda Parker
Buel “Ben” Payton
Deidre “Dee” Payton
Pam Phipps
Gregg Pike
Nicole Presa

Michele Pulley
Jean Rector
Lindsey Reid
Gert Rhein
Shanni Roberts
Kim Seastrom
Addrienne Session
Al Smith
Carol Smith
Laura Smith
Jill Taylor
Sharon “Sherry” Taylor
Daphaney Teaver
Claire Thurber
Constanza Tironi Vernal
Anna Tobolski
Laurie Vakili
Marie Varner
Cathy Vining
Seth Vining
Kaitlynne Waits
Susan Walker
Michelle Wills
Alexander “Alex” Wisnoski III
Janice Young
Dana Zhun

VOLUNTEERS

I’m excited to serve CASA because I believe that we aren’t meant 
to struggle alone – we all need a support system! CASA Volunteers 
work hard to affirm and protect the dignity and worth of the 
children and families they serve. I’m honored to serve the board 
as they work toward whole and healthy lives for the children and 
families of our community.”      

– Board Member Ginny Early
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TOY/SCHOOL  
SUPPLY DRIVES

Each year, members and 

groups in our community 

partner with us to provide 

school supplies at the 

beginning of the school 

year and new toys during 

the holidays, which are 

distributed through our 

Clothing and Toy (CAT) 

Center. In 2021, generous 

donations provided school 

supplies for 124 children. 

The holiday toy drive 

enabled more than 60 

Advocates to “shop” for 175 

children; and because of 

the wide variety of toys that 

were donated, all of our 

CASA Volunteers were able 

to select age and gender 

appropriate gifts for the 

children, including bikes.

Local organizations which 

contributed include 

America’s Home Place 

employees, Hall County 

Sheriff’s Office, The Norton 

Agency, Junior League of 

Gainesville/Hall County, 

Books-A-Million, Prince of 

Peace Knights of Columbus 

Council, Keller Williams 

Atlanta Partners, Salem 

Baptist Church, Adventure 

Bags and residents of Village 

at Deaton Creek.

* IN MEMORY OF TABITHA MCJUNKIN 

With great sadness we mourn the loss of CASA Volunteer 
Tabitha McJunkin. Tabitha was sworn in as a CASA Volunteer 
in September, 2018 and advocated in five cases for 11 children. 
Tabitha was gifted in building relationships with the children 
for whom she advocated, and so often stayed connected 
with them long after their juvenile court case closed and her 
appointment to them ended. We celebrate Tabitha’s life, her 
willingness to give of herself to others, and for the impact she 
had on the lives of the children she served.

CASA VOLUNTEER DIAN HATFIELD 
CELEBRATES MILESTONE 

For 20 years, Dian Hatfield has been a CASA Volunteer, 
first in Austin, Texas, and with Hall-Dawson CASA since 
2013. Apart from helping a child and family, Dian is creative 
and collaborate with those involved in child welfare cases. 
There is no cookie cutter answer to solving child trauma, 
abuse, neglect, substance abuse, or any of the issues a CASA 
Volunteer will encounter. However, Dian is adept at asking 
questions, being persistent, gathering information, and 
ultimately equipping the Court to make decisions focusing 
on a child’s best interest. Dian is still in contact with the first 
children for whom she advocated in 2001. Dian represents 
the best of CASA Volunteers. Thank you, Dian, for the 
difference you’ve made in countless children’s lives.

CASA Volunteer Dian Hatfield
Photo
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She was a tough kid. She had to be. She had so much 
thrown at her at a young age. So many adults in her life let 
her down. She ran away, she fought. She was the epitome 
of the statement, those who need love most show it in the 
most unloving ways.

The last time she ran away was just before her 18th birthday, and when 
her birthday came and went, and she was nowhere to be found, the 
juvenile court case was closed. Both DFCS and Hall-Dawson CASA were 
relieved of the duty of finding her (again), caring for her needs, advocating 
for her best interest.

Several months later this tough kid did something surprising and 
important. She stopped running. She reached out to a place she once 
lived while experiencing foster care. She was pregnant and she didn’t 
want for her child this life she was living. She was scared. She didn’t know 
what to do, how to make things better for her child. She needed help, and 
she remembered the last place she felt safe.

2021 was a tremendous year of growth for this young woman who 
became a mom a few months ago. She is no longer fighting others, she is 
fighting for herself and her child. She found a soft landing and has leaned 
into those, especially her CASA Volunteer, for guidance in finishing her 
education, budgeting, and learning independent living skills that will help 
her succeed. Though the road ahead will likely have bumps along the way, 
she knows her CASA Volunteer is by her side, cheering her on. She has 
taught us so much about courage and resilience along the way.

The grieving process can be 
exhausting, consuming, difficult. 
What happens when the person you 
go to when you are struggling is one 
of those you have lost? That is what 
happened when the young woman, 
barely in her twenties faced the tragic 
loss of both parents and found herself 
caring for her younger siblings.

Often times, the CASA Volunteer’s 
work of advocating for what is in a 
child’s best interest is about building 
the relationships and helping to find 
resources for the parents, or in this 
case, the young caregiver. Imagine 
unexpectedly having to juggle your 
schooling, your job, parenting your 
four siblings, all while managing 
your own overwhelming grief. The 
children and families we serve carry 
so much. What this young woman 
has discovered is she is not alone. 
The CASA Volunteer, through her 
encouragement and resourcefulness, 
has walked with her in her 
courageous journey, and continues to 
be an important part of this family’s 
story of healing and resilience.

TRANSFORMATION:
FROM SURVIVING TO THRIVING

A FAMILY’S STORY
OF HEALING 
THROUGH 
RELATIONSHIPS
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These are our statistics – our numbers – for 2021. Behind each 
number is a child, a family, a promising future. And a CASA 
Volunteer who sees, hears, and advocates for what is in the 
best interest of that child -- in the juvenile courtroom, in the 
schools and in the community. 

CASA ADVOCACY IN ACTION

CASA’S REACH 
IN 2021

86% OF CHILDREN WHOSE CASES 
CLOSED IN 2021 ACHIEVED PERMANENCY

103

375

volunteers providing
advocacy services for

children in the Hall and Dawson  
county child welfare system

For a child to experience permanency, this is more than 
finding a place to lay their head at night. Permanency means 
having the key to the house, having their picture on the 
wall in someone’s house. It is knowing there is a seat at the 
Thanksgiving table. Every child deserves a family. Not just 
a family in which to grow and develop, but a family to leave 
when the time is right, a family to come home to when the 
need demands, and a family to be a part of when childhood is 
a distant memory.”

– Excerpts from The Promise of Permanency training,  
facilitated by Jerry Bruce and Angela Tyner

children who experienced juvenile court 
intervention because of abuse or neglect 
achieved permanency in 2021.108

48
Reunified 
with their 

family

36
Adopted into 
a new, forever 

family

15
Placed in 
the legal

guardianship  
of a caregiver 

9
Remained with 

parent while 
receiving 
services

10
paid staff supporting



2021
DONORS

Hall-Dawson CASA is pleased to recognize those whose support enables the work of 
advocating for children in foster care in Hall and Dawson Counties. Every effort is made to 
accurately reflect donor name and contribution between January 1 – December 31, 2021.  
Please contact us at 770-531-1964 to make us aware of any inaccuracies. 

CHAMPIONS FOR 
CHILDREN
($25,000 & up) 
North GA Community Foundation
Mar-Jac Poultry, Inc.
Bob and Wanda Swoszowski

BEACON OF HOPE
($10,000-$24,999) 
America’s Home Place, Inc.
David and Shannon Hughs
Cargill, Inc.
The Jim Syfan Family Foundation
The Thurber Family Foundation
Joel and Pamela Williams

GUARDIAN ANGEL
($5,000-$9,999) 
AL Mar-Jac Poultry, LLC
Frank and Rosalind Black
Fidelity Charitable
Matt and Theresa Kahn
LPL Financial
Mr. and Mrs. Steve McKibbon
Bruce and Barb Mistarz
Pilgrim’s
Schwab Charitable
The Mirza Family Foundation

PROTECTOR OF 
CHILDREN
($2,500-$4,500) 
Anonymous
Scott and Kim Everhart
First Presbyterian Church
Brian and Alana Rochester
Roy C. Moore Foundation
Louis and Angela Spear
Tim and Jill Taylor
Seth and Cathy Vining

HERO FOR CHILDREN
($1,500-$2,499) 
Gust Askounis
Steve and Carol Burrell
Gainesville Newcomers Club
Steve and Linda Kern
Skip and Rise Paterson
Sawnee EMC Foundation, Inc.
Jack and Ann Shuler

Jack and Linda Spencer
Lydia Starke
Judith Stich
Tamara Strickland
Larry and Dana Vandiver
John and Janet Walden

FRIEND OF CHILDREN
($1,000-$1,499) 
Anesthesia Associates of Gainesville
David and Brandy Bailey
Amy Boone
Citizens of Georgia Power
John and Stephanie Copeland
Honorable Joe R. and Blair Diaz
Dimo Fine Jewelry
Drew Dupont
First Baptist Church
Gold Shield 1811
Mark & Joy Green
Drs. Greg and Katie Herzog
Susan Hosford
Jesse Johnson
Hon. Cliff L. Jolliff and Elaine Gerke
George and Starlet Jones
Jodie Cannon Kidd
Jim and Diana Latimer
Scott Lippman
Junior League of Gainesville-Hall County
Jennifer Meeks
Modern Woodmen Fraternal Financial
Judy Pannell
Rushton & Company
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Turner, Wood & Smith Insurance
Resource Brokers 

SUSTAINER
($500-$999) 
Timmy Cagle
Betty Cambra
Douglas and Patty Carnes
Duplicating Products, Inc.
Ginny Early
Gainesville Flooring Inc.
William and Michelle Hallowes
Hasty Pope Davies
Housing Media
Ladies of the Lake Book Club
Pete and Betty Martin
Judy Paul
Jon Pope
Henry and Georgia Rowe
Al and Reneigh Satterfield
George and Jean Searing

Tom and Cathey Sexton
Smith, Gilliam, Williams & Miles, P.A.
St. Paul United Methodist Church
Warren and Jamie Stribling
Julie Weaver
Candace Williams

PATRON
($1-$499) 
Kelly Anderson
Carol Bruce
Cindy Campbell
David B. Chester
Sam Couvillon
Richelle Oakley
Edward and Kathryn Di Nardo
Representative Matt Dubnik
Chuck and Betty Dyarmett
Fiserve
Cheryl Jones
Lois Kemp
Chris Lavergne
Alma Murray
Network for Good
Mazie Ostervold
Raymond James
Frederick and Carol Reed
Republican Women of Hall County
Carol C. Smith
Herbert and Linda Worth
Laura Crouse
Gale Farlow
Rick Frommer
Janice C Frost
Gainesville First United  
   Methodist Church
Gainesville House Church
Dorothy Gilbert
Sara Gill
Frank and Glinda Harben
Lauren Hayes
Richard Higgins
Judith J. Konesky
Patricia and Robert Lund
Rhonda Woodall McKinney
David and Judy McNeilly
Duncan Niven and Carol Hanlon
Purchase Effect
Lorry and Sherrie Schrage
Tony and Connie Stephens
Lynnda Thomas
Mike and Tracy Verrigni

Sandy Adams
Alexander, Almand & Bangs LLP
Jordan Allen
Amazon Smile

Hirsch Banks
Jayne Berry
Dr. Charles and Jane Bradley
Kelly Branigan
Abby Brewer
Carolyn Brinson
Tamar Brown
Robert and Ruth Bruner
Marshall and Katie Bruner
Dr. Jim and Wynelle Butts
Bryan and Karen Capanyola
John and Rosemary Carter
Anne Chenault
Maureen Clay
Richard and Kirsten Coleman
Nancy Colston
Jody and Lora Cooley
John and Julia Cromartie
Charlotte Crow
Reese and Susan Daniel
Margaret Daniels
Teri Davies
James and Sandra Derer
Charlene DeWitt
Edgar and Ruth Doss
Suzanne Earley
Darla Eden
Austin & Regina Edmondson
Mark and Krista Fox
Bettye Frayser
Kathy Gailey
Gainesville Wednesday Study Group
Linda Gilleland
Dr. Andrew and Kristen Green
Doug Hanson
Ann Harper-Smith
Abb Hayes
Jane P. Hollingsworth
Denise R. Jackson
Marion Jewett
Albert and Asden Johnson
William and Andrea Jones
Beth Kaufman
Barbara and Wayne Kennedy
Robin Ketchem
Hugh and Susan Lambert
Drs. Harry & Debbie Lasher
Patricia Louko
Linda Loye
Deborah Mack
Megan Martin
Linda Melvin
Irene C. Michaud
Teri Miller
Barbara Mitchell
Dixie Moss
Mandy Nash
Nancy Nash
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MEMORIAL & HONORARIUM GIFTS

In honor of Herve Aklotsoe & Lucy Green   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mark and Joy Green

In honor of Jordan Allen   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Patsy Kilmartin

In honor of Janice Birchem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jill Pair

In memory of Jane Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Phil Williams

In memory of Ruth Frommer   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Rick Frommer

In memory of Frank Jackson Green  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alma Murray

In memory of Frank Jackson Green  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark and Joy Green

In memory of Judge Sam Harben  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Texys Morris

In honor of Lauren Hayes   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Candy Evans

In honor of Rita Johnson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Alice Swope

In memory of Mike Kaplan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Henry and Georgia Rowe

In honor of Kristin Lesutis   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Barb Mistarz

In honor of Scott Lippman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Teri Davies

In honor of Carol Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Betty Cambra

In honor of Carol Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Israel Maldonado

In memory of Martha Strickland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carol C. Smith

In memory of Robbie Swenson   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Stephanie Copeland

In memory of Linda Verrigni . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mike and Tracy Verrigni

In honor of Seth & Cathy Vining . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Andrea Jones

In honor of Ohlen & Martha Wilson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Wilson

In honor of Parker Lawrence Wilson-Fields . . . . . . . . . . . Dana Glaze

R.D. & Joan Nickels
Betty Nix
Linda Nix
Robert and Erica Oden
Deborah Ostrowski
Ms. Fern Patterson
Sara Ann Pierson
Kathy Proterra
Amy Reed
Kathryn S. Reis
Susan Rodrigues
Jerry Rubin
Barry and Jody Sanders
LeTrell Simpson
Amy Smith
Richard Smith and Janie Wolf-Smith
Ceramic Tile Services
Margaret Stewart
Harriette Taylor
Beverley Taylor
Michelle Taylor
Claire Thurber
Melissa Turner
William Turner
Jerry and Virginia Vangelderen
Sharron Jean Volante
Betsy Wigington
Phil and Ann Williams
Mary Wilson
Jennifer Wren
Koinonia Sunday School Class  
  of First Baptist
Sally Borton
Faye Chapman
Charities Aid Foundation of America
Gail Costa
Rafael DelBosque
John and Dianne Dotson
Rene Downer
Candy Evans
Thomas and Judith Gant
Joan Gilleland
Dana Glaze
Norma Haynes
Nancy Hill
Duane and Mary Hinshaw
Rita Johnson
Tracy Johnston
Brian Kelly and Anne Mather
Kroger Community Rewards
John and Helen Lenahan
Louis and Nancy Lepore
Edith Makarewicz
Israel Maldonado
Lorena Lucille McGarvey
Carolyn McGinness
Randy and Barbara Meincke
Tom Meyer
Stacy Morley
Catherine Newberry
Ann Noble
Roger E. Nott
Karen Osborne
David P. Parkin
Peggy Perkins
Jeanne Prince
Richard and Elaine Sahler
Robert Scarpetta
Deborah Schlette
Ned and Menaka Shanmugham
Ted Sprague
Donna Stapleton
Mary Alice Swope
Catherine Anne Toopes
Sandra Towle
Glenna Trautner
United Way of Metro Atlanta
Kathy Van Laar
Gary Warren
Andrew and Laurie Wentworth
Dr. Shirley Whitaker
Heather White
Cornelia and Elizabeth Wright
YourCause

Memorial and honorarium gifts are listed in alphabetical order by  
the name of the honoree. Donors are listed after the name of the person 
in whose honor they contributed. 

GRANTORS
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THE GIVING TREE

Each year, Hall-Dawson 

CASA partners with 

Edmondson-Telford Child 

Advocacy Center (ETCAC) 

in hosting The Giving Tree, 

which provides a unique 

opportunity to celebrate 

friends and family during 

the holidays through a 

tribute gift. The proceeds 

from this event are used 

for needed repairs and 

maintenance of The Little 

House, home to Hall-

Dawson CASA and ETCAC. 

Hall and Dawson County’s 

Division of Family & Children 

Services (DFCS) were the 

honored guests at the 

tree lighting ceremony, 

recognizing their vital 

partnership in protecting 

our community’s children. 

We are grateful to our 

donors for their support  

of this event.

GIVING CHILDREN 
A BRIGHTER FUTURE

As we reflect on the names listed on these pages, and give thanks 

for all you have made possible, we also look ahead at the children 

we have yet to serve. YOU can make a difference to children who 

are the most vulnerable in our community.

•    Ongoing support: Set up a recurring gift on a monthly basis. 

These gifts support our ongoing needs throughout the year, 

and can add up to substantial giving.

•    Legacy gift: Consider naming Hall-Dawson CASA as a 

beneficiary in your will, insurance policy or estate plan. As Erwin 

Bligen did (see below), you can designate “Hall-Dawson CASA” 

as the beneficiary of your life insurance policy, or a specific 

percentage or amount in your will.

•    Gift of assets: Opportunities to give assets like real estate, 

stock, IRAs, and a donor-advised fund are wonderful ways to 

support the work of serving children, and often provide a tax 

benefit to the donor.

ERWIN BLIGEN served as a CASA 
Volunteer for five years and recently 
returned after a work-related hiatus 
from his role. Erwin recently named Hall-
Dawson CASA as the sole beneficiary of his 
life insurance policy. Erwin says, “I know what 
CASA does in supporting the community 
and advocating for the children of Hall and 
Dawson counties. What better way for me 

to know that when I’m gone, my money is going to be used in such a 
wonderful cause. I have a heart for children who need a voice. If I can 
help protect and support them through my donation after I’m gone, what 
better way – you can’t take it with you. It took me less than five minutes to 
consider and make the decision. Sometimes you just know when it is the 
right time to make a bold move...this is that moment in time”.   

We are grateful to Erwin for helping to ensure that the work of Hall-
Dawson CASA continues. We hope others will join him in making a Legacy 
Gift. Give us a call and we can help you set this up.
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TOTAL SUPPORT & REVENUE 

$914,947
TOTAL EXPENSES 

$918,014

44%

27%

7%

8%2%

Direct Services: $776,474 Federal and State Grants : $407,071

Fundraising: $68,662 Local Grants: $69,858 

General Operating: $72,878 Foundations: $18,990

Corporate and Individual Giving : $244,693

Other: $63,427

In-kind Program Support: $110,909

EXPENSES
SUPPORT

& REVENUE

2021
FINANCIALS

The condensed statement of activities is reflective of the fiscal year ending 
December 2021. Hall-Dawson CASA prides itself on prudent financial practices, 
diversity of funding sources and the highest level of transparency. Our funding 
uses are reflective of all costs to operate our programs and include recruiting, 
training and empowering volunteer advocates who make a meaningful impact 
on the lives of the children we serve.

Full financial statements provided upon request. A complete copy of the audited financial 
statements is available at www.halldawsoncasa.org.

12%8%

7%

85%
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WOMEN WORKING WONDERS

2021 AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

Women Working Wonders (WWW) is a group 
of exceptional women who are committed to 
improving the lives of abused or neglected 
children in their communities. This group of 
women support CASA and the children they 
serve by sharing with their families, friends 
and neighbors information about the CASA 
program and the good work being done in our 
communities.

WWW stood in the gap for children experiencing 
foster care by providing:
•    Chromebooks, ink and paper to  

ensure academic success in a remote  
learning environment

•   Afterschool activities and fees
•   Football, cheer and basketball camps
•   A class ring
•   Help with orthodontics

If you’d like to join this group of women in 
making an impact, please contact us. 

Nancy Nash, Chair
Sandy Adams
Jordan Allen
Lynda Askew
Jayne Berry
Amy Boone
Jane Bradley
Tamar Brown
Wynelle Butts
Rosemary Carter
Kirsten Coleman
Lora Cooley
Julia Cromartie
Laura Crouse
Charlotte Crowe
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Robbie has been a CASA Volunteer since 
2014, serving dozens of children during that 
time. Robbie has numerous strengths and 
skills, but Judge Alison Toller believes “her 
biggest strength is her problem solving!” 
Further, Judge Lindsay Burton “appreciate[s 
her] advocacy because she will take cases that 
so many others will not” and gave a specific 
example that she “provided information to 
the Court that no other party presented.” 
Robbie is an incredible human being who is 
“fiercely independent, tenacious, caring, giving, 
thoughtful, kind, insightful, and has a gracious 
heart” according to Marisa Sullens of Family 
Treatment Court (FTC). Both FTC and Judge 
Burton have specifically requested Robbie 
to be the CASA Volunteer on specific cases 
“because we know what an impact she will 
have on the family.” 

In addition to her advocacy, Robbie also 
volunteers in the Clothing and Toy Center (CAT 
Center) located in the lower level at the CASA 
Office. One of three volunteers, she is known 
as the Head Elf.

In 2015, Mar-Jac began its partnership with 
Hall-Dawson CASA and each subsequent 
year has increased its support, donating 
more than $125,000 to date. The leadership 
team at Mar-Jac encourages employees to 
develop philanthropic attitudes and has 
been instrumental in sharing information 
and engagement opportunities with Hall-
Dawson CASA. Joel L. Williams, Mar-Jac’s Vice 
President of Operations/CEO, is often heard 
saying, “Money should never be the barrier 
for a child to benefit from having a CASA 
Volunteer’s advocacy.” Mar-Jac’s community 
involvement and philanthropy, modeled by 
its company leadership and supported across 
its employees, are outstanding examples 
of corporate responsibility and community 
investment. We are grateful for Mar-Jac’s 
support and proud of this state-wide 
recognition of their commitment to  
our children.

CASA VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR GEORGIA CASA CHAMPION 
FOR CHILDREN  Robbie McCormac
Mar-Jac Poultry 
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I have never had to walk this alone.  
The CASA Volunteer has been there all along. 
From getting school records to finding an 
orthodontist who could remove neglected braces 
which were causing harm, to taking the initiative 
to bring Valentines for a child to share at the 
new school she began on Valentine’s Day. The 
CASA Volunteer has been a champion for these 
kids since day one. I cannot imagine how foster 
parents do this without a CASA Volunteer.”

– A Foster Mom
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603 Washington Street SW
P.O. Box 907471
Gainesville, GA 30501

HALL-DAWSON CASA 
P.O. Box 907471
Gainesville, GA 30501

Phone
770-531-1964

Website
www.halldawsoncasa.org

HALL-DAWSON CASA

CASA serves a great need in our community.  We 
rely so heavily on our CASA Volunteers to give us a 
recommendation about the best interest of the child, as 
sometimes that is different than what the child wants.  
Not only do they provide a recommendation, but they 
also bring lots of information to the table that sometimes 
our other stakeholders aren’t able to obtain.  The CASA 
Volunteers develop relationships with our parents, 
children, and caregivers, and that personal relationship 
sometimes lasts well beyond permanency.  Serving as a 
CASA Volunteer can make a significant impact on the lives 
of many and we look forward to the time when we have 
enough volunteers to serve every family with an open 
dependency case in Juvenile Court.”      

– Juvenile Court Judge Allison Toller
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